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Trieb Cardano Astrologie, so sprachen seiner fiberzeugung 
nach falsche Prognosen nicht gegen diese Wissenschaft, sondern 
zeigten nur, wie schwierig die Zeichen zu deuten waren. Fierz 
zitiert exemplarisch die Horoskope des Franciscus Petrarca, 
Erasmus von Rotterdam und Albrecht Diirer. In der Traumdeutung 
war Cardano angesichts der wenigen Vorggnger eindrucksvoll origi- 
nell. Er ging von Synesius von Kyrene (400 n.Chr.) aus und 
vertrat die Ansicht, dass Aberglauben nur entstehe, wenn man den 
Trdumen Notwendigkeit und GBttlichkeit zuschreibe. Die ange- 
fiihrten Beispiele aus den "Synesiorum somniorum libri" zeigen, 
welche intensive Beziehung Cardano zu seinem Unbewussten besass. 
Die Deutungen eigener Tr;iume halfen ihm, sich mit der Katastrophe 
seines Sohnes abzufinden. Das siebte Kapitel zitiert von den 
philosophisch-kontemplativen Schriften in voller L%nge einen 
im Alter von 74 Jahren verfassten Dialog Cardanos mit dessen 
Vater Facius, der in ergreifender Weise seinen Depressionen und 
Lgsten angesichts drohender inquisitorischer Massnahmen Ausdruck 
verleiht. 
Im Nachwort vergleicht Fierz die verschiedenartigen Auffas- 
sungen von Naturwissenschaft von Cardano, Kepler auf der einen 
Seite, deren Berechtigung er in der gesamten Studie immer wieder 
hervorhebt und verteidigt, und von Galilei und Descartes auf 
der anderen Seits. Gerade wegen seines Mystizismus sei Kepler 
weiter als Galilei gekommen. Cardano ware es ganz unplausibel 
vorgekommen, dass alles in der kgrperlichen Welt durch G&se, 
Gestalt und Bewegung erklgrt werden kann. So miinden die Aus- 
fiihrungen des mathematischen Physikers (Vorwort) Fierz in eine 
Warnung davor, die Kraft der exakten Wissenschaften zu iiber- 
sch?itzen. 
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From one point of view it would be easy to find fault with 
Professor Price's history of the University of Kansas Department 
of Mathematics since it tends to be internally repetitious and 
fails to analyze, on a historiographical level, the processes 
at work behind the events recounted. But what a delight to read 
an unashamedly local history that does not use the device so 
popular among professional historians of terming it a "case 
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history" for some supposedly more important theme. There are 
many relevant broader themes in the genre of social and institu- 
tional history of the United States which the reader may easily 
supply for himself. 
What is recorded here is almost all the basic facts and 
figures one could desire relevant to the history of the Kansas 
mathematics department and not much that anyone, I believe, would 
consider irrelevant. It will be a disappointment to those who 
would miss the chattiness and drama of Constance Reid's accounts 
of Gijttingen and Courant. Instead, it is rather like looking 
at a friend's family photograph album that has been handed down 
from earlier generations (though there are no photographs here)-- 
it is difficult to show much more than polite interest in most 
of the subjects for their own sake. It becomes increasingly 
interesting, however, as differences, parallels, and links by 
common ancestors with one's own "family" begin to stand out. 
There are, for example, relatively local, Kansas conditions, such 
as the Populist movement and the Dust Bowl, and national and 
international conditions such as the Second World War, the De- 
pression and Sputnik, affecting the Kansas University mathematics 
department. Then there are internal conditions such as strengths 
and weaknesses of individual faculty personalities and the support 
shown the Department by means of salaries and recruitment, library 
development, offices, and classrooms. All of these appear in 
Baley Price's account and they all have their counterparts in 
other departments across the United States. 
The chapter headings provide a good outline: 
(1) The Pioneer Period: 1866-1890 
(2) An Era of Greatness: 1890-1910 
(3) The Beginning of the Long Decline: 1910-1925 
(4) Depression, Drought, and World War II: 1925-1945 
(5) The Golden Age of Mathematics: 1945-1970 
(6) The Library: 1866-1970. 
The Library is treated throughout as a major Department resource 
along with faculty and students. 
The coincidence of the "Golden Age of Mathematics," 1945- 
1970, with the period of the author's own major involvement in 
the Department might be unkindly taken as an indication of a 
disadvantage of history written by a participant. Nevertheless, 
the author's influence on the Department -- beginning with his 
becoming Associate Secretary of the American Mathematical Society 
in 1946 -- clearly marked a major turning point for the Depart- 
ment. Concerning this point he writes: "The University of 
Kansas had never supported its Department of Mathematics with 
adequate funds, and there was no reason to believe that it would 
do so in the futurell (page 321). Price pictures himself as some- 
one who took advantage of outside connections to help the Depart- 
ment share in the national boom in Federal government support 
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of mathematics. This more recent part of the history perhaps 
ought to be distinguished, as more of the nature of personal 
memoirs, from the earlier. The distinction is, from one point 
of view, slight since memoirs are a source for the earlier 
history herein recorded and, hopefully, the author's memoirs will 
be such a source for the future historian. 
The author himself has tended to mute this distinction be- 
tween accounts of the pre- and post- 1945 periods by emphasiz- 
ing objective facts and figures throughout -- lists of faculty, 
syllabuses, and numbers of students and books. As he puts it 
"I decided to try to write history rather than recount folklore 
and reminiscences" (page iv). Of course, much of this material 
for the record could have been relegated to already numerous 
supplements and appendices which take up about one-third of the 
book. Most of this added matter consists of reprints from 
University publications. Solomon Lefschetz's "Remembrances of 
a Mathematical Immigrant in the United States" is taken from the 
American Mathematical Monthly of 1970. The only original con- 
tribution in the appendices appears to be the ten-page recollec- 
tions "K-U., 1903-1911" by Wilimina Everett (Mrs. Arthur Dunn) 
Pitcher written in February and March 1971. Her husband left 
K.U. for better pay and more congenial conditions for research 
at Dartmouth in 1911. His departure typified the gloomily 
pictured period, 1910-1945, which was only slightly relieved 
by the presence on the K.U. faculty from 1913 to 1924 of Solomon 
Lefschetz and the fact that "there are some today who say that 
Professor Lefschetz did his best research work during his years 
at The University of Kansas" (page 250). By Professor Lefschetz's 
own account, he devoted himself primarily to research and took 
very little part in otherwise trying to improve the Department. 
One of the dicta of Kenneth 0. May, the founding editor of 
Historia Mathematics, was that a little redundancy in a reference 
work not only doesn't hurt, but often helps. However, in this 
book, repetition makes orientation difficult for the reader 
thumbing through the work in search of a particular fact or theme. 
This problem would be alleviated greatly if there were an index, 
or, at least, subheadings within the chapters. In addition, if 
clearer distinction were made between the various parts -- narra- 
tive history, personal memoirs (including that by the author), 
and tabulations of names and figures -- the book's dual function 
as both history and sourcebook for history would then be explicit, 
probably making it easier to refer to as well as to read. 
Unaware until recently of Price's book, William L. Duren, Jr. 
is writing a history of the Department of Mathematics at Tulane 
University. There must be other similarly qualified people who 
also believe that departmental histories will form the backbone 
of the history of modern American mathematics. Hopefully, the 
fine example set by G. Baley Price will soon be followed by many 
others. 
